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The Prompter.: 


IN U MB. XXII. 





To be Continued TurEspays and FRIDAYS, 








‘ 


If it foall pleafe you to open thefe Letcers, They fhall feem to siGniky. 


SHAKESP. Merch. of Venice. 





FRIDAY, JANUARY 24. 1735. 


, 





SY the unexpected Increafe of my 
“$ Correlpondence, I begin to con- 
ceive myieif in the fame Siruation 
with my worthy Fellow Labourer 
for Improving the Publick Tafte, 
the Renown’d Knight of the Sable 

, Countenance, near the Italian 
Walk in the Hay-market, — we have, nei‘her of 
uSy any more to do, than juft furmi> Convenience 
for the Willing. — The Good People, of Either 
Sex, as faft as they are inclin’d to be Doing, are fo 
obliging, that they crowd in upon us, and contrive 
Every Thing, themfeives, for their own Entertain- 
ment ; without our farther Concurrence. — Take 
fome Proofs, in the following Letters. 





To the Prompter of Great Britain. 
Brother Patriot, 


ee 17 is my Way to begin bluntly ; for I am by 
« £ Nature a Rough Dealer, who, in Reward 
“ of my Virtues have been banifh'd out of my 
«< Country.— But, there are Ladies yet living, who 
“ had formerly good Reafon to remember me, un- 
«¢ der the Name | was then known by, of Wurp- 
“ pync Tom; And happy had it been, for Them, 
“ and their Families, if I had continued amon 
€ them to this Day, in the Exercife of fo ufeful an 
“ Office. — I can affure you, without Vanity, chat 
*¢ a Thoufand Female Exormities woud then have 
“ fhrunk in their Heads, which have been em- 
“ bolden’d to flexrifh, by my Abfence . ~ Nor 
“ need I appeal to a more manifeft Proof, of the 
“ Misfortune the Nation has fuffer’d, from a Want 
“ of my Prefence, and Genius, than is now at this 
“ Inftant arifex in the REAR of the ever-changing 
“ Sex : where, without Fear or Shame, it perks 
. unfuffer ably upward, even from that very Part, 
« which was kept in Decorzm, by my Difcipline ; 
“ forming indeed the very Throne, of my Jurif- 
“ diction. 

“ Bu Ty, like other Reformers, of too glaring 
* Merit, 1 was malign’d, and cut fhort, in my 
“ Youth: For, Queen Anne afcending the Throne, 
“* mif-conceiv'd it an Indignity to Her Sex, that 
“ Oxrs thou’d have Right to proceed, in that /#m- 
‘mary manner: So, the Rod of Reformation 
“ giving Way to the Rod of Authority, The Ladies 
“ were affign’d over to the Cattigation of Ladies, 
and in alittle Time /off Every lnpreffion — while 
their exil’d Benefactor has, for Thirty Years toge- 
ther, been tmprovive bis Skill, to the Advantage 
of joretgn Nations 
“As [ was exerting 


“© and, there, after t 
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my Talent, in Germany, 
wo Years hard Toil, and almoft 


“ inceffant Operation, had well nizh enamell’d the 
“. blufhful Timidity of one of 
“¢ Maids of Honour, upon Half a Score inviolable 


Queen Elizabeth's 


“ Virgins, of the High Ref/h Rampaat, tt came 
“ accidentally to my Ear, that You had taken upon 
© you, at Lomdox, an Office, that wou’d, naturally, 
“ open a Likelyhood, for the Reftoration of m 
* own: Whereupon [ left my Work unfinith’d, 
“ and am come over abruptly, to offer you the 
“¢ Affiftance of an able and experienc’d Arm, in 
“ Subordination to your Purpofes. 

“ ITF you encourage me to expect Employ- 
“ ment, under Influence of your Recommendation, 
¢ [ fhall be contented to work cheap : For, having 
“ taken a private. View of the Town fince my 
« Arrival, I find fo hopeful a Profpect, as to the 
“ Numbers who may want my Help, that the moft 
«¢ moderate Rates in the World will abundantly 
« recompence the Labours, of 


Your, and the Publick’s, 
Faithful Servant, 


WutpPinec Tom. 





— 


To that very odd Creature, The Prompter. 


Moft venerable among Broomfticks ! 


« M AY the uglieft of all Witches ride away 
“ with thee, in the next High Wind, if m 
“ Queftion is not anfwerd, in the very fir{t Promp- 
“ ter. 

“ Tat Forward Romp, Mis Fenny i 
“ and [I have been quarrelling thefe two Hours, 
“ about Coat Cards, as the filly Creature pretends 
“ they fhou’d be call’d, or Cowrt Carc> as I, and. 
« Every Perion of Good Senfe, to be ture, calls 
« them. 

“ Now you muft know, the has no Body on 
«& ber Side, but the Parfon ; and He, (poor Duil- 
“ enough!) likes her, becaufe fhe has a Way of 
“ flaring with her Eyes, as if forfooth they were 
Fine ones. —- 1 found out the Intrigue, by his 
“ miftaking my Foot for Hers, one Day, under the 
“ Card Table. — But, as I was telling you, the 
“ wou'd have’em to be Coat Cards ; end I fuppofe, 
* it was, becaufe they had Coats on: — Or, may 
“ be, the faid it in Complaifance to Her Parfon: 
“ But, Lord help her, the forgot that the AcE isa 
“ NAKED Pip: and yet He is reckon’d as one of 
the Four. — Ace, King, Queen, arid Kuave, you 
“ know, make up the Number. 





«& Now, faysI, I fay, but what Every Body muft 
© fay, that knows any Thing at all of the Matter, 
“ They are wot Coat Cards, but Court Cards. 
« — For, is there not a Kéiwg, and a Queen, 
“< among them ? If this is not a Proof, the Duce 
<¢ is in it, Madam, faid |. — Ay,-and, Madam, fays 
< §he, with a Look all a’ Fire, like the Eyes of a 
“< Cat, There is a KNavE, too, in their Company ; 
“< and I don’t know, but People of your faious 
<< Difpofitiou, may be for Having Him alfo pafs for 
« a CouRTIER ! 

«“ Lorp, anfwered I, turning my Head o’ one 
« Side, and fpoke it as it were, to the Reft of the 
“< Company, How s1LLy fome People can be! — 
£6 As 1¢ Any Mortal Soul made a Dovst of it! 

«< ANp, then, to it we went: — But the only 
« Difficulty on my Side, was, that I found it as 
«¢ hard to prove the AcE a Court Card, as fhe had 
« done to make a Coat Card of him. — Good 
« Lord! What a foolifh Thing it is to put one’s 
“ Self into a Paffion! For, then, to be {ure, one 
“© never hits upon the leaft Wit in a Reply; or /ayss 
« or thinks, any thing, to the Purpofe ! — But, 
«“ may I never be believed more, if I had left her 
<,above Half an Hour, before it popt into my 
<< Head, when I did not want ir, That the Word 
“ Ace might be wrong Spelt, — For, only take 
<¢ away C, and put in its Room a Couple of S 8, 
<< (Letters you know of directly the fame Soazd ) 
« and you, or any Man of Experience, will fee it, 
“as clear as the Sun, that an AcE, may bea 


< Court, Card, and not fecm at all to be out of 


<¢ his Element. 

“< Now, was I in the Right, or not? — I am 
< fure Iwas tho’, beforehand, — But I wou’d have 
< you tell me, however. — Only Befure don’t fay 
“ any Thing to make That Pert Thing vain, — 
<< And, of all_Love, remember for the future, to 


“ fpell Ace with two S$ S, if you are defirous of 


“ obliging 
| ee Your Conftant Reader, 


Barbara Shuffle-fmooth. 





To the Author of the Prompter. 


Inner-Temple, Fan. 17, 1734. 
SiR; 


ec iB Homer has laid himfelf open to Ridicule, 
cc ™ by the Meanne/s of fome of his Comparifons, 
« Our Writers of Tragedy have been guilty of the 
« fame Kind of Fault, in admitting Scenes, of too 
“ ludicrous a Nature. — Shakefpeare is every where 
« ftuffed with Punus and Quibbles. In one Place 
<< your Compaflion is excited towards a Monarch, 
“ deploring the Evil Courfes of his Heir ; and, in 
“ their Confequence, the forefeen Mifery of his 
« Kingdom. — In the next Scene, you fhall fplit 
<< your Sides, at the Jokes of Sir Fobn Falftaff : 
« a Wight, of fuch incorrigible Gayety, that he 
« cannot forbear cracking Solis, in Soliloquy; and 
<< even amid{t the Hurry and Slaughter of a Battle ; 
«¢ where a Man of much greater Courage would 
« have found himfelf inno fuch merry Difpofition. 

“ In a Word, nothing, which has a Tendency 
“ to produce Laughter, thou'd be allowed to have 
“ Place in a Tragedy. 

« For this Reafon, I have been greatly offended 
« at the ridiculous Dreffes, in which our inferior 
« Sons of the Buskin generally make their Appear- 
« ance. —I have frequently feen a Duke, in a Coat 
“© half a Yard too long for him; and a Lord High- 
« Chamberlain, that had /bed moft of his Buttons. 


c¢ — JT have feen Men of proud Hearts fubimitting | 
¢ unnaturally, to ftrut in taraijlh’d Lace; And ther ' 
“ is qa Certain Knight of the Garter, who con¢e.t 
«< fcends to tye, back his Wig, with a Packthre,) | 
¢¢ — When a King of England has honour’d tip 
“ Stage, with his whole Court, in full Splendo, | 
“ about him, I’d have undertaken to purchafe the! 
“ Cloaths of all his Nobility, for the Value of Fig! 
< Pounds. —It exceeds (as my Brother Satirift hy 
< it) all Power of Face to be ferious, at the Sight | 
“ of fo much Shabbinefs and Majefty ! 

“ The Reafon of This, I am inform’d, is thy § 
“ the Habits do not become Perquifites of Earl? 
< and Barons, till they have been worn out, by} 
“© the Emperors of the Fheatre : but, whether Thy | 
“¢ is always the Cafe, or, whether Thofe Noble Pe. 
« fonages are not fometimes obliged to travel to. 
“ ward Monmouth-fireet for their Equipment, I wil! 
«< not take upon me to determine. | 

« The Bounds of Probability,in the mean Timé| 
<¢ may be as openly tranfgrefs’'d, in the Appearance 
< of an Actor, as in the Sentiments which he utters | 
« — And the Dre/s therefore fhou’d always be fuited « 
« to the Perfon who takes it upon him. — An old _ 
“< Roman coud never, with any Propriety, be made + 
< look like a Modern Frenchman ; nor a Dutch! 
“< Burgo-mafter’s Wife, like a Queen of Great Br. 
“< tain. When, therefore, Perfons of Rank and 
“ Figure are introduc’d upon the Stage, they fhou'd - 
“ be cloath'd {0 as to reprefent Themfelves, and no’ 
“ the Patch-work Inconfiftencies of their Manage-| 
“< ment. : : 

“ They will fay, in their Excufe, that fome of” 
<< thefe Actor’s own Cloaths, are as fhabby, as tho) 
“ they wear on the Theatre; no Matter for That.) 
« ——Tet us, for Humour’s Sake, imagine a Painter, | 
“ Imitating the Example of thefe Brentford Princes” 
“ of our Theatres, and drawing Pictures, for the) 
<< Great Men, of this Nation. — Let us fuppofe him 
< to have painted the Duke of R da, with an im- 
« meafureable Length of Perriwiz, whofe every 
“ Hair was as uncrooked, as his Purpofes: — Sit 
“ R » W——, with his Pockets at the very 
“ Bottom of his Flaps ; as if He were in Profped 
«¢ of having no Occafion to Reach them, — And) 
“ the Lord C ry without a Shirt, as if the Cas-! 
“dour of his Soul were to have been exprefs’d, by | 
€¢ the Nakedne/s of his Pidfure : — woud not eve 
“ one difcern the Indecency of fuch wn {ea/onabh 
<< Fancies, and condemn that Fault in the Painter, 
« tho’ His Strokes fhou’d be ever f0 natural ? 
&, I am fenfible, it woud be more Expenfive, to) 
<¢ cloath Every Actor wit opriety : —~ fo tt} 
“ would, to qualify Mam with Fudgment. | 
“ Yet, Both the One, and 
<¢ Publick have a Right tol 
“ their Ha/f Crown, when't 
< appointment. — I am, Sit} 
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Your humble Servant, 





: 
| 
Jeff’ry Cat-Call. 

P. S. “ If you encourage my Correfpondence, | 
“ 1 can contribute no {mall <Affiftance, for the 
<< Entertainment of your Readers. — I have, in 
particular, by great Study and Application, dif | 
“ cover’d a Secret how to multiply one Hi/s into | 
“ Five Hundred. — I will /er you into this Con 
“ trivance in another Letter ; and, that you may 
“ have Opportunity to fee Proof made, of its El 
“ fect, I thall, by your Help, give a Day or two’ 
“ Notice, from Time to Time, to my Brotéer 
“© Templers, upon what Occafions It may be, pio 
“ per, to ¢ry the Exteat of this Invention. 


rEg DEM 
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